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SAVANNAH, Ga. - The Armstrong Atlantic State University volleyball squad opens up the season on Friday by hosting the
2011 Pirate Volleyball Classic, which features seven teams from the Southeast playing two days in the Aquatics &
Recreation Center.
In addition to the Pirates, who have made three straight NCAA Championships appearances, the field includes NCAA
participant Lincoln Memorial, South Atlantic Conference foes Catawba and Lenoir-Rhyne as well as Gulf South Conference
foe Alabama-Huntsville, Conference Carolinas school Limestone and fellow Peach Belt school USC Aiken.
Play begins at Noon on Friday with the Pirates taking on Lincoln Memorial. Armstrong will then face Lenoir-Rhyne at 7:00
p.m., then on Saturday, the Pirates will meet Limestone at 10:00 a.m. and Catawba at 4:00 p.m.
Admission is $5 or $15 for a full tournament pass and fans can follow along with live stats and live video of the tournament
at the new home for Armstrong athletics, www.armstrongpirates.com.
Below is the Pirates' 2011 season preview !
2011 Armstrong Volleyball Season Preview
The Armstrong Atlantic State University volleyball squad was one of the hottest teams in the Southeast - if not the nation - at
the end of the 2010 season.
Winning 12 of its last 14 regular season contests to earn a third straight and eighth overall NCAA Championships berth, the
Pirates feel like they have some unfinished business as they try to return to the top of the Peach Belt Conference, as well as
returning to the NCAA’s Elite Eight.
The Pirates return a good nucleus of 12 players from last season’s team that went 22-14 overall, including junior 2011
Preseason All-PBC middle hitter Brittany Wolf, sophomore 2010 All-PBC outside hitter Jessica Santaniello and senior libero
Casey Howett, who is just 151 digs away from becoming the all-time dig leader in Armstrong volleyball history.
Add to that a talented group of nine newcomers, headlined by 2010 NJCAA Division II National Championship MVP setter
Ashley Seal, and the reason for optimism around the Pirate volleyball program becomes clear.
Seal, who averaged 9.80 assists per set as a sophomore in leading Pasco Hernando CC to the national title last season, will
battle with sophomore Megan Pando for the setter spot - Pando averaged 9.13 assists per set in her debut season and was
the PBC’s Specialist of the Week on Sept. 7. Freshman local product Krista Ray from St. Vincent’s Academy and returning
senior Natalie Edgeworth also provide depth at setter.
Wolf headlines a deep group of middle hitters who were key in helping the Pirates rank nationally in blocks per set in 2010.
Wolf led the nation and ranked 24th in DII in blocks per set a year ago, averaging 1.14 blocks per set, while also earning
2010 PBC All-Tournament Team honors. Junior Leia Pittman returns after missing most of 2010 with an injury and senior
Casie Richards will compete for a spot in the front row, along with sophomore 6-2 transfer Kristen Holmes, who joins the
Pirates after playing her freshman year at Oglethorpe University.
Redshirt senior Brendyce Budd returns after a year layoff and has the inside track at claiming the Pirates’ starting spot on
the right side, but faces stiff competition from freshman Carina Marinho from Brazil. Both players can also play outside,
giving the Pirates an extremely deep group of hitters.
Santaniello earned second-team All-PBC honors as an outside, leading the Pirates in kills as a freshman (343), while junior
Amanda Jones will return to the outside after spending her sophomore season as a middle hitter, hitting .250 with 297 kills.
Three freshman will join the outsides this semester - Anna Jones, the younger sister of Amanda Jones; Alexi Love and
Stephanie Sfara.
Defensively, the Pirates have plenty of depth behind Howett, who has tallied an impressive 1,390 digs in her three seasons
with Armstrong. Senior Stacey Davis returns as does Edgeworth and sophomore Christina Chow, while the Pirates have
Like 0
a d d e d fr e s h m e n M e g a n T ur pi n a n d K ati e Br o d eri c k a s li b er o s.
Ar m str o n g h a s b e e n pi c k e d t o fi ni s h s e c o n d i n a  pr e s e a s o n p oll of t h e P e a c h B elt c o a c h e s, r e c ei vi n g t w o fir st- pl a c e  v ot e s
a n d 4 0 p oi nt s t ot al, tr aili n g o nl y d ef e n di n g P B C c h a m pi o n  Fl a gl er, w h o r e c ei v e d si x fir st- pl a c e v ot e s a n d 4 8 p oi nt s  t ot al.
T h e Pir at e s will o p e n u p t h e s e a s o n b y h o sti n g t h e  2 0 1 1 Pir at e V oll e y b all Cl a s si c o n S e pt. 2- 3, h o sti n g si x ot h er  S o ut h e a st
R e gi o n s q u a d s, i n cl u di n g C at a w b a a n d Li n c ol n M e m ori al.  Ar m str o n g will t h e n tr a v el t o U S C Ai k e n f or t h e P a c er I n vit ati o n al
b ef or e r et ur ni n g h o m e t o h o st t h e S o ut h/ S o ut h e a st C h all e n g e o n  S e pt. 1 6- 1 7, f e at uri n g p er e n ni al p o w er s N ort h Al a b a m a
a n d  R olli n s.
Ar m str o n g will al s o c o m p et e at t h e L a n d er B e ar c at  I n vit ati o n al o n O ct. 2 1- 2 2 a n d, i n a d diti o n t o t h e gr u eli n g P e a c h B elt
C o nf er e n c e sl at e, will f a c e n o n- c o nf er e n c e t e st s fr o m  T u s c ul u m, Q u e e n s ( N C), B e ntl e y, Fl ori d a S o ut h er n a n d V al d o st a
St at e.
        
A R M S T R O N G S T A T E U NI V E R SI T Y
1 1 9 3 5 A B E R C O R N S T R E E T, S A V A N N A H, G A 3 1 4 1 9
A R M S T R O N G S T A T E U NI V E R SI T Y I S O N E O F T H E P R E MI E R N C A A DI VI SI O N II C O L L E GI A T E A T H L E TI C P R O G R A M S I N T H E
N A TI O N, F E A T U RI N G 1 3 N A TI O N A L C H A M PI O N S, 9 7 P E A C H B E L T C O N F E R E N C E C H A M PI O N S, 1 4 8 N C A A C H A M PI O N S HI P S
A P P E A R A N C E S A N D 3 0 2 A L L- A M E RI C A N S.
A L L P O R TI O N S O F T H E S E M A T E RI A L S A R E C O P Y RI G H T 2 0 1 7 A R M S T R O N G S T A T E U NI V E R SI T Y. C O N T E N T M AI N T AI N E D B Y
C H A D J A C K S O N, DI R E C T O R O F S P O R T S C O M M U NI C A TI O N S. F O R M O R E I N F O R M A TI O N O N A R M S T R O N G A T H L E TI C S, P L E A S E
C O N T A C T C H A D. J A C K S O N @ A R M S T R O N G. E D U.
